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7 HE curiofity of the Public was, 
perhaps, never more excited, than 
by the preſent critical fatuation of the 
Ducheſs of King flon. The exalted 
Jphere in which the principal parties 
move, demands the moſt reſpettful 
attention. We find a moſt extra- 
ordinary caſe branched out into 4 

variety of proſecutions, and lilely, in 

its courſe of litigation, to paſs through 

the ſeveral Courts of Judicature, and 
employ the moſt eminent Lawyers in the 
Kingdom. The following pages exhi- | 
bit a train of circumſtances relative to * 
this diſtinguiſied Lady as will enable | 
A the 
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1 INTRODUCTION. 
the Public to form a Judgment of her 


Cauſe, to trace the ſource, and exa- 


mine the propriety of the proceedings 
of her reſpettive opponents ; no affair 


gave a greater ſcope for Envy to vent 
her malice, or malignity to diſcharge 


ler ſpleen. The Writer of this Nar- 

rative, however folemnly declares him- 
felf unconnected with, and unbiaſed by 
any of the Parties. Devoid of pre-. 
dice, and without any interefled views, 
he profeſſes to hold the Pen of Impar- 
tiality, and as truth alone direfts his 
labours, he expetts his reward from 
the approbation of the candid, for whoſe 


peruſal only he defigns theſe pages. 


— 
— 
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THE 


2 report was univerſally ci . 
credited, that in the year 1744s the had been Per- 
vately, and in a clandeſtine manner, married to 
the Right Honourable Auguſtus John Hervey, 


[ 4] 


they were married ; the rumour adds, that they 
did not cohabit together above four months ; for 
a diſguſt taking place, it was productive of a ſinal 
ſeparation. Where theſe aſſertions originated is 
not preciſely known ; but it is evidently clear, that 
ſome individuals think themſclyes greatly concerned = 
in their propagation, and materially Intereſted in 
getting them eſtabliſhed as facts. 
In the year 1746, the Honourable Miſs Chud- 
leigh, or as others affirm, the Honourable Mrs. 
Hervey, was, at an afſembly, introduced to the 
Duke of Kingſton, by the late Sir Robert Sutton. 
and her, and 2 moſt tender friendſhip fubfiſied 
between them for many years. The Duke doat- 
ed on her to a degree of infatuation ; ſo that no- 
thing could have prevented them from ſtrengrh- 
ening their attachment 'by the moſt honorable 
union, but her alledged marriage, or pretended 
marriage, with Captain Hervey, a moſt indiſcreet 
and precipitate affair, if true, for ſhe inconfide- 
rately gave into it without the leaſt reſervation in 
| her own favour of a future ſettlement, or any kind 
of proviſion whatever, at the ſame time her 
poſt of Maid of Honor to the Princeſs of Wales, 


e 


was the Duke ef Kingſion's af 
Moat lady, that previous to their mar- 
4 | &::1 riage 
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riage, in the year 1769, he gave her a bond for 
thirty-fix thouſand pounds conditionally to marry 
her whenever ſhe could get legally diſembarraſſed 
from the claim of Captain Hervey. A cauſe of 
Taflitation was accordingly commenced in the Com- 
mons, by Miſs Chudleigh againſt the Honourable 
Captain — and proſecuted to the following 


wy 


Eutrated frm the Rexifry —— 
Court of Landon. -- * 


In the Name of GOD, Amen. We, John Bet- 
teſworth, Doctor of Laws, Vicar General of 
the Right Reverend Father in God, Richard, by 
divine permiſſion, Lord Biſhop of London, and 
Official Principal of the Confiftorial and Epiſ- 
copal Court of London, having ſeen, heard, and 
underſtood, and fully and maturely diſcuſſed 
the merits and circumſtances of a certain cauſe 
of jactitation of marriage, Which was lately 
controverted, and as yet remains undetermined 
before us in judgment, between the Honourable 
Elizabeth Chudleigh, of the pariſh of St. Mar- 
garet, Weſtminſter, in the county of Middleſex, 
Spinſter, the Party, Agent and « pt, of 
guſtus John Hervey, of the pariſh of K. hows, 
Weſtminſter, „** 

dioceſe 


the part and in behalf of the faid Right Hono- 
rable Auguſtus John Hervey, been excepted, de- 
_ duced, exlibited, propounded, proved and con- 
fefled in this fame cauſe, which may or ought 
in any wiſe to defent, prejudice or weaken the 


Betteſworth, Doctor of Laws, the Judge afore- 
fad, firſt calling upon God, and ſetting him alone 
before our eyes, and having heard Counſel in 
this cauſe, do pronounce, decree, and declare, 
that the faid Honourable Elizabeth Chudleigh, 
at and during all the time mentioned in the ſaid 
libel, given in and admitted in this cane; and 
now remaining in the Regiſtry of this-Gourt, 
was, and now is, a Spinſter, and free from all 
2 


3 
Matrimonial Contracts, or Eſpouſals (as fat 
as to us as yet appears) more eſpecially with 
the faid Right Honourable Auguſtus John 
Hervey, and that the ſaid Right Honourablc 
Auguſtus John Hervey, notwithſtanding the 
premiſſes, did, in the years and months libel- 
late, wickedly and maliciouſly boaſt, and pub- 
lickly affert, (though falſely) that he was con- 
tracted in marriage to the faid Honourable Eli- 


petual fence muſt and ought to be impoſed and 
enjoined the faid Right Honourable Auguſtus 


John Hervey, as to the premiſſes libellate, which 
we do impoſe and enjoin him by theſe preſents, 
and we do decree the faid Right Honourablc 
Auguſtus John Hervey to be admonithed to de- 
contracted to; or joined with the faid Honour- 
able Elizabeth Chudleigh in matrimony, as 
aforeſaid ; and we do alſo pronounce, dectec, 
and declare, that the ſaid Right Honourable 


Auguſtus John Hervey ought, by law, to be 
condemned in lawful expences made, or to be 
made, in this cauſe, on the part and behalf of 
the faid Honourable Elizabeth Chudleigh, to 
be paid to the faid Elizabeth Chudleigh, or 
her Proctor; and accordingly we do condemn 


him 


— 


| him in ſüch expences which we tax at, and mo- 
| derate to, the Sum of One Hundred Pounds 


dining room adjoining to the Common Hall 
of Ductors Commons, fituate within the Pariſh 
of St. Benedict, near Paul's Wharfe, London; 
theie being then and there preſent the wir- 
neſſes ſpecified in the acts of court, which I 


CP 


of lawful money of Great Britain, befides the 
expences of a monition for payment in this be- 
half, by this our definitive ſentence, or final. 


| decree, which we read and es x 


preſents. 

| "1. BETTESWORTH. 
. Peter Calvert 

7 


Mis ee e —_— and 
given by the within named the Vicar General, 
- and Official Principal, on Friday the tenth 
. day of February, in the year of our Lord, one 


atteſt, 


MARK HOLMAN, Notary Publick, 
Deputy Regiſter. 
MARK HOLMAN, 
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This remarkable affair being thus legally can- 
vaſs'd, the decifion feaFd up the lips of the Earl of 
Briſtol. The matter appearing of no further conſe- 
quence, and the judicial impediment - being appa- 
rently removed, his Grace the Duke of Kingſton, 
to man perfeftly ſure of his wife, was twice mar- 
ried to her, and ſettled a jointure on her of four 
thouſand pounds per Annum, cancelling, at the fame 
time, the bond for thirty fix thouſand pounds. 
Every thing appeared now to have come to a final 
be fact, it is not the leaſt ettranidinary, for 
as no manner of eſterm fubfiſted betwern them, 
it, was natural for bath to defire a diſſolution of a 
only remember'd with diſguſt. As. it was their 
mutual wiſh to be diſengaged from any legal title to 
each other, they doubtleſs made-it their mutual bu- 
were to be productive of fo defirable an event. 
fication for his acquieſcence in this affair we can- 
not believe, there was ſmall occaſion to bribe him to 
indulge his wiſhes ; he muſt have been as defirable to 
obtain this deciſion, as Miſs Chudleigh. The charge 
was therefore equally injurious to the Earl of Briftol 


n}) 
as] the Ducheſs of Kingſton ; a charge founded on 
Morning . Poſt ; the moſt illiberal paper, which 
diſgraces ——— in which hired and hid- 
den affaffins and mercernaty ſcribblers, while lurk- 
ing in obſcurity, wound the moſt reſpectable cha- 
_ rafters, and wantonly aim to ruin the piece of mind, 
this attack on the Earl of Briſtol, they, however, 
received the chaſtiſement of the Court of King's 
Bench, tho the proprietors now aſſect to boaſt that 
they. ſhall eſcape paying the fine, fo juſtly inflifted 
for their nefarious publication, as the oftenfible dey 
fendant Griffin is fince dead. Be the iflue what 
ĩt will, muſt not the public be ſurpriſed to find, in the 


Skinner, Chriſtie, and Tatterſall, men who hage re- 
ceiv'd the moſt liberal encouragement from the very 


r they are thereby under the r of . 


uih » ghd. 
and nothing” material occurr'd till the death of the 
—_— Kingſton, which happen'd at Bath, on 
the 23d. of September, 1773, when he left the 
Ducheſs executrix to his will, in which be devis'd 

B 2 w 


lift of the ' proprietors of this paper, the names of 


Fr) 
to her the principal part of his immenſe effate. 
This Event was productive of thoſe extraordinary 
matters, which have fince engaged the attention of 
the public. 
| . The family of the Meadows, in right of Lady 
Frances Meadows, fiſter to the Duke of Kingſton, 
always beheld the Ducheſs with an eye of jealouſy. 
On the Duke's demiſe, and the circumſtance of the 
bulk of his forrune_ being | wo ber Grace, the 
Meadrws's, on a preſumption that the marriage 
of Briſtol, began ip carneſt to proſecute the Ducheſs 
ron in their proceedings. A bill ip Chan- 
. - vas filed, to which the Ducheſs pleaded the 
Doing ſentence, and the probate of the Duke's 
- 11; the validity of her plea, was admitted by the 
Lord Chancellor. : 

A bill of indiftment for bigamy was bkewiſe 
preferred againſt her at Hicks's Hall, and in 
conſequence of her non-appearance, her op- 


the public, thoſe ſcenes 


— 


tion of it by Col. Keen. 


the Whole Duty of Man, next to the Sacred 


BS XV 


1 0 
LORD HERTFORD. 
My Lonp, 


* Did intend troubling your. Lordſhip. 
with an earlier addreſs, but the day after I. 
received your prohibitory mandate, I had the 
honour of a viſit from Lord Moyntſtuart, to 
whoſe interpoſition I find I am indebted for 
your firſt commands, relative to the Trip 10 
> 4p +, pan ed 


« Lord Mountſtuart has, I preſume, told 
your Lordſhip, that he read with me thoſe” 
ſcenes to which your-Lordfhip objected, that 
he found them collected from general nature, 
and applicable to none but thoſe, who, - 
_— ————— — 
ſclf-application. To fuch minds, my Lord 


Writings, is the ſevereſt fatire that ever was 
wrote; and to the ſame mark, if Comedy 
directs not her aim, her arrows are ſhot in the 
air; for by what touches no man, no man 

| that 


1 


that I would fuffer him to take the play with 
him, and let him leave it with the Ducheſs 
of Kingfton : he had my conſent, my Lord, 
and at the ſame time an affarance, that I was 
willing to make any alteration that her Grace 
would fuggeſt. Her Grace faw the play, and 
in conſequence, I faw her Grace ; with the 
refult of that interview, I ſhall not, at this 
time, trouble your Lordſhip, It may per- 
haps be neceſſary to obſerve, that her Grace 
dare fay, will readily believe, a fingle trait 
is Oe eee 
reſembled herſelf. 


will, I doubt not, permit me to enjoy the 
fruits of my labour; nor will you think it 
reaſonable, becauſe a capricious individual has 
taken it into her head, that I have pinned 
her ruffles awry, that I ſhould be puniſhed by 
a  poiniard ſtuck deep in my heart : your 
Lordſhip has too much candour and juſtice to 
be the inftrument of fo violent and ill diret- 
ed a blow. 


« Your Lordſhip's determination is not 
only of the greateſt importance to me now, 
future, 


LP I 

future, as, after this defeat, it will be im- 
poſhble for me to muſter up courage enough 
to face folly again ; between the muſe and 
the magiſtrate there is a natural confederacy ; 
corrects; but when ſhe finds herſelf not only 
deſerted by her ancient ally, but ſees him 
thing left but a ſpecdy retreat: adieu, then 
my Lord, to the ſtage. Yeleat res ludicrs, to 
which, I hope I may with juſtice add plaudite, 
as during my continuance in the ſervice of the 
public, I never profited by flattering their paſ- 
fions, or falling in with their humours, as 
upon all occafions, I have exerted my little 
powers (as indeed, I thought it my duty) in 
expoſing follies, how much ſoever the fa- 
vourites of the day ; and pernicious preju- 
dices, however protected and popular. This, 
my Lord, has been done, if thoſe may be be- 
lieved, who have the beſt right to know, 
ſometimes with ſucceſs ; let me add too, that 
in doing this I never loſt my credit with the 
public, becauſe they knew that I proceeded 
upon principle, that I diſdained being either 
the eccho or the inſtrument of any man, 
however exalted his ftation, and that I never 

C received 


1 
received reward or protection from any other 


hands than their own. 
l have the honour to be, &c. 


SAMUEL FOOTE.” 


N. B. In a few days will be publiſhed, the 
Scenes objefted to by the Lord Chamber- 
lain. With a Dedication to the Ducheſs of 


— 


2 | — 


WE ene authority, 
that the converfation between the Ducheſs and 
Mr. Foote, and which he has declined relat- 
ing, in the foregoing Letter ro Lord Hert- 
ford, was to this eſſect, that her Grace could 
wiſh to have the piece not publiſh'd, and pro- 
poſed a pecuniary gratification to Mr. Foote, 
if he would ſuppreſs it. Foote appeared fut- 
prized, and in words to the following effe&, 
addrefſed the Ducheſs of Kingfton,—* are 
| thoſe ear · rings compoſed of diamonds, are thoſe 
hiecklaces pearl) if they are, and thoſe eandle- 
flicks filver, pray put them away, leaft I ſhould 
lay my bands on them. ns Madam, when 


my 


— 


* 


19 
my neceffities reduce me to make uſe of 


dithonourable means of requiring ſupplies. 


I will fooner go upon the Highway, than 
accept of an offer ſo much to my diſhonour. 


To this her Grace faid, ſhe could not 
ſee the thing in that light, nor conceive what 
ill conſequences could ariſe from his taking it, 
eſpecially as the tranſaction would not be 
known, as there were only my Lord Mount⸗ 
ftuart and herſelf preſent : « Yes, replied Foote, 
there is a third perſon preſent, and with whom 
I ever wiſh to remain upon the beſt of terms, 
viz. myſelf.” Lord Mountſtuart faid he could 
not conceive what harm there could be in his 
compliance, as it would be done in fo private 
a manner ; to which Foote gave his Lord- 
ſhip nearly the fame anſwer as he had done to 
ber Grace. Foote, in a day or two after fent 
for the piece, which he had left with the 
Ducheſs of Kingſton : Her Grace ſent for 
anſwer, ſhe ſhould be glad of Mr. Foote's 
company to dinner, and to deliver the piece 


ts Mo cus aided Nm cond 
himſelf, but afterwards received his piece 


C2 A few 
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A few days after Mr. Foſter, Chaplain to the 
Ducheſs of Kingſton, wrote a Letter to Mr. 
Foote telling him that her Grace, was inform- 
ed that a bookſeller had offered him 1501. 
for the © Trip to Calais.” and that her Grace 
defired to be admitted to ſtand in the ſhoes of 


TO HER 


Grace the Ducutss of Kixcsrtox. 
Mapa: 
A Member of the Privy Council and a 
freind of your Grace's; HE HAS begd 
me not to mention his name, but I ſuppoſe. 
left me HE HAS explaind to me what 
I did not conceive that the publication 
of the ſceens in the © Trip to Calais” at 

this 


[ 21 ] 
this junQture, wich, the dedication and pre- 


« I therefore GIVE UP to that confi- 
deration what neither your Grace's offers nor 


the threats of your agents could obtain. The 
ſceens ſhall not be publiſhd, nor ſhall any 


thing appear at my theatre or from me that 
can hurt you ; 


« PROVIDED the attacks made on me 
in NEWS Papers does not make it ne- 
ceflary for me to act in defenſe of myſelf : 
« Your Grace will therefore ſee the ne- 
ceſſity of giving proper directions 

« I have the honor to be 
* Your Graces 


« Moſt devoted ſervant 


«© SAMUEL FOOTE.” 
Nerth End, Sun : 


224 


The Ducheſs of Kingſton, if we are rightly 
informed, piqued at Foote's refuſal of her prof- 
fer'd favor, and telling her Grace he would 
ſuppres the Trip 16 Calais, regardleſs of threats 
or allurements, provok'd the Ducheſs to 
of the . wrote, or caus d to be 


———ů— 


To M. Foorx. 


your ill-judged letter. As there is little con- 


fideration required, I thall facrifice a mo- 


ment to anſwer it. 


A member of your Privy-Council can 
never hope to be of a lady's cabinet. 


I know too well what is due to my own 
dignity, to enter into a compromiſe with an 
extortionable aſſaſin of private reputation. 
If I before abhorred you for your flander, I 
now defpiſe you for your conceffions ; it is 
a proof of the illiberality of your ſatire, 


when you can publiſh or ſuppreſs it as beſt 


— 


123 ] 
ſuits the geedy convenience of your purſe · 
You firſt had the cowardly baſeneſs to draw 
the ſword, and, if I ſheath it until I make 
you crouch like the fubſervient vaſſal you 
are, then is there not ſpirit in an injured wo- 


man, nor meanneſs in a flanderovs buffoon. 


To a man, my ſex alone would 5 
ſcreened me from attack but I am writing 
to the deſcendant of a Merry-Andrew *, 
and, proftitute the term of manhood by ap- 
plying it to Mr. Foote. 


Cloathed in my innocence, = is > coat of - 
mail, I am proof againſt a hoſt of foes, 
and, conſcious of never having intentionally 
offended a fingle individual, I doubt not but 
a brave and generous public will protect me 


from the malevolence of a theatrical aflafis. 


* Mr. Foote is deſcended in the female line from one 


Harnaſs, a Merry-Andrew, who exhibited at Totnem, 


in Devonſhire, and afterwads ſigured in the character of 
a Mountebank, at Plymouth ; this fame Merry Andrew's 
daughter married a Juſtice Foote, of Truro, in Corn- 
wall. There is a man now living, who has often been 
Merry Andrew, than with all the grimace of features it 
is in the power of our modern Ariſtophanes to affume. 


You 


19 


You ſhall have cauſe to remember, that 
though I would have given liberally for the 
relief of your neceffities, I ſcorn to be bul- 
lied into a purchaſe of your filence. 


There is ſomething, however, in your 
Pity at which my nature revolts. To make 
me an offer of Pity at once betrays your in- 
folence and your vanity. I wilt keep the 
pity you ſend until the morning before you 
are turned off, when I will return it by a 
Cupid with a box of lip-falve, and a choir of 
choriſters ſhall chaunt a ſtave to your requiem. 


E. EINGSTON. 


| Dvcuzss os KINGSTON. 
 Mapan, 


« THOUGH I have neither time nor 
inclination to anſwer the illiberal attacks of 


your agents, yet a public correſpondence with 
your Grace is too great an honour for me to 


1261] 
1 Secded your ſplendid offers to ſuppreſs the 


Trip to Calais, with the contempt they deſerved. 
of your bounty. 


„But why, Madam, put on your coat of 
Folly, not Vice, is the game I purſue. In 
thoſe ſcenes which you ſo unaccountably p- 
ply to yourſelf, you muſt obſerve, that there 
is not the lighteſt hint at che little incidents 
of your life, which have excited the curiolity 
of the Grand Inqueſt for the county of Mid- 
dMeſex. 1 am happy, Madam, however, to 
hear that your robe of innocence is in fuch 

repair, I was afraid it might have 
it hold out to keep you warm the next win- 
ter. 


the honor to give me, are, I preſume, merely - 
metaphorical perſons, and to be confidered as 
the authors of my muſe, and not of my man- 
hood : a Merry Andrew and a Proſtitute are 


no 
o 


27 ] 
— i dig nt 
of plays; the firſt to give the humour and 
mirth, the laſt to furniſh the graces and powers 
of attraction - Proſtitutes arid Players too 
muſt live by pleafing the public; not but 
your Grace may have heard of ladies; who, 
by private practice, have accumulated ama- 
zing great fortunes. If you mean that I really 
owe my birth to that pleaſant connection, 
your Grace is gioflly deceived: My father 
was, in truth, a very uſeful magiſtrate and re- 
ſpectable country gentleman; as the whole 
8 


ſhe was upwards of four-ſcore yeats old when 


was never martied but once in her life. Iam 
obliged to yourGrace for your intended preſent 
on the day, as you politely expreſs it, when 1 
amtobeturnedoff.-—But where will your Grace 
get the Cupid to bring me the lip-falve ?--- 


That family, . 
your ſervice. 


= « Pray 


28 
&« Pray, Madam, is not |-———2 the 
name of your female confidential ſecretary ? 
and is not ſhe generally clothed in black pet- 
ticoats made out of your weeds ? 


« So mourned the dame of Epheſus her love.” 


I fancy your Grace took the hint when you 
laſt refided at Rome; you heard there, I 
ſuppoſe, of a certain Joan, who was once 
elected a Pope, and, in humble imutation, 
have converted a pious Parſon into a Cham- 


bermaid. The ſcheme is new in this coun- 


SAMUEL FOOTE. 


—— ron : 


* 
- 
ä — — — „ — 
* 
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We have ts cen in Ge d d 
part of our pamphlet, that Foote totally diſ- 
claims, nay aſſects to ſhudder at the taking 
of a confideration for the ſuppreſſion of his 
piece; the Dutcheſs of Kingfton, on the 
with attempting to bully her into it; - how 
can this at preſent be determined Lord 
Mountſtuart and Mr. Foſter, muſt know 
ſomething of the matter, if either of thoſe 
gentlemen ſhall hereafter give evidence be- 
what comes authenticated from either of 
them, and fubjoin it to our next impreſſion, 
at the fame time accommodate the pur- 
chaſer of this firſt edition of the Dutcheſs 
of Kingſton's Caſe, with the additions, 
gratis. 


With regard to the ſuppreffion of a pub- 
lication or dramatic performance, an author 
or a bookſeller, who ſhall write or purchaſe 
a copy intentionally with a view of fright- 
ening the object of its ſatire or abuſe into a 
compliance to give a confideration for the 
a RR 
a puniſhment a 


[ 3s 3] 
en 


publication, is unfit to be written, and an 
author or bookſeller cannot but iti very 
few caſes, with the leaſt degree of propri- 
ety, accept of a conſideration for to fuppreſs 
a publication; in fine, if Foote did attempt 
to extort money from the Dutcheſs of 
Kingſton, he did that which he ought for 
ever to be aſhanied of ——if he did not, the 
Dutcheſs of Kingſton has done Mr. Foote 
a piece of great injuſtice.—Lord Mount- 
ſtuart and Mr. Fofter can beſt determine the 
fact, and they will do well impartiatly to de 
elate the truth. 
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A we ſuggeſted in the foregoing 
page, that it might be in the power 
of Mr. Foxs TER, or Lord Mouxsrua T 
to clear up this point, fo it hath wrned 

out, and the Public will, from the affidavit 
annexed, be enabled to form a proper 
judgement of the tranſaction between the 
Ducheſs of Kingfton and Sam. Foote, Eſq. 


(AFFIDAVIT, 
MIDDLESEX, 


AND fk 
WESMINSTER, 
« THE Rev. Mr. JOHN FORSTER, 
« A. M. Chaplain to her Grace the 
« DU of KINGSTON, maketh 
<* oath, that in the monih of July laſt, 
« he waited on Mr. SAMUEL 
« FOOTE, at his houſe at North 
86 the direction of her Grace 
«© the Ducheſs of to return 
< to the faid Mr. Foote, a manuſcript 
« Comedy entitled, © to Calais.” 
&* which be. the ſaid Mr. F had 


left with her Grace for her peruſal, 
| < whihs 
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©: EG 
publith the © T7 77p to Calais,” 
2 ded tilis w her 
_ < Grace; unt the faid Mr. Foote 
< commiſſiofied him to communicate 
c theſe intentions to her Grace the 
*< "Ducheſs of Kingſton.” Il 
JOHN OHN' FORSTER: 8 
SWORN BEFORE ME, this ch 
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J FIELDING. 
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